
 

 

SEPTEMBER 2009 

          
THE OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE CHATTANOOGA STAMP CLUB  

 

THIS MONTHS MEETING WILL BE HELD AT OUR NEW 
LOCATION ON 915 McBRIEN RD. IN EASTRIDGE, 

TENNESSEE 
MEETING BEGINS AT 7.30 PM. 

 

 

 
 

READ JIM HOGUEôS ARTICLE ON COLLECTING BIRTHDAY 
POSTMARKS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
POSTMARKED 23 SEPTEMBER 1946 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

           

THE NEED TO STOP PRINTING THE CHATTANOOGA 
STAMP CHRONICLE  

AN EDITORAL FROM THE EDITOR 

 

Once again I must bring this issue up. This is due to the fact that the 
cost of printing the CHRONICLE has risen to new heights. I 
personally CANNOT continue to pay for the present form of the 
newsletter is presented in, that is the printed form, and the club 
doesnôt have the money to pay to continue doing it. The price of ink 
and paper have gone out of sight. Also with Obama cutting my 
Social Security next year, I will have to give up doing this job. Also, 
postage rates for first class mailings continues to rise. [For no good 
reason.] So the issue of what to do about this arises once again. 
 
Since I began the publication of the CHRONICLE, I have bore the 
lions share of the expense, being reimbursed only a small amount 
from time to time as the need arose. I bore the brunt of the cost as I 
really wanted the club to have a publication they could be proud of, 
that would pass on important information and hopefully would give 
the members something to read during the month between meeting. 
I wrote the issues as I would have wanted them if I were on the 
receiving end. I personally love the hobby of stamp collecting and 
love to talk about it, as well as to listen to others. 
 
COST OF PRINTING- 
When I began printing the CHRONICLE In May of 2007 the cost was 
small and I could afford to bare burden of supplies to print and mail 
out the CHRONICLE. The original format followed what Bob 
Davidson was doing, 8.5 X 11 pages, one or two pages mailed in a 
regular business size envelope. The average cost of ink, paper, 
envelopes and postage only ran about $50.00 per month, which I 
could assume each month.  
 
During 2008, the cost rose by a factor of almost 3. By April and May 
of 2008, the cost of only the ink was up to $60.00 per month. I have a 
Brother printer which uses ink like it was water. We found  óInk-
cridableô on Bernard Rd. in Chattanooga which then by using off 
brand ink, dropped the price to about half. But like everything else, 
the price began to rise, and by the end of 2008, I was back to the 
same place I was in at the end of 2007. 
 



In the middle of 2008 I began to place the CHRONICLE on the 
internet by using the web site of the Southeastern Federation of 
stamp clubs. [www.stampclubs.com]  I chose this site, as we, the 
club are a dues paying member. Because I only have dial-up phone 
service it took about 2 hours to send the CHRONICLE by e-mail. 
There is and are not any option for high speed internet service in my 
area. 
 
Now, I am aware that the idea of having the CHRONICLE on the 
internet is beyond some of the members. I personally can not 
understand why this would be, as working a computer to read the 
digital version is easier than falling ofF a log in a hurricane. 
If you want a printed version from the internet, all a person need to 
do is click and print it. 
 
At the present time, because I have only dial-up service and there is 
no hi-speed internet available in this area, I place it on a CD and mail 
it to the Southeast Federation web site owner, who then places it in 
PDF format on the web site. This cost is about $7.50 per month. That 
includes static free envelope, postage, and CD. This is a very small 
cost as compared to the print version with cost some 15 times that 
amount without the cost of postage. 
 
I am sure that there will be someone who is thinking, ñWhy not go to 
only one page?ò We can do that, BUT, it will only be no better and no 
more than announcing when the next meeting will take place. The 
price of printing and postage will still be about same, only a slightly 
less, and as the economy gets worse, the price to do this will 
continues to rise. 
 
REASONS TO GO ALL INTERNET- 
1. The digital version can be sent to a hundred persons, or more, 
where the print version is very limited to a small group. 
2. There are a lot of people who are not club members that read this 
newsletter each month. I hope we will obtain new members from 
those who may find us on the internet. 
3. This can be done for the same price as mentioned, of $7.50 a 
month. 
4. Contain three times as much information as the printed version.  
5. The pictures and font are clearer than in the print version.  
 
This would have to be an all out vote by the entire membership to do 
this. I WANT TO STOP THE PRINTING AND MAILING THE 
CHRONICLE. 



 
I am fully aware that some club members are not computer savvy. 
This isnôt rocket science and if I can do it I know anyone else can do. 
I can always come to your home and show you how to work your 
computer *IF* you need some help.  
 
*IF* for some reason the club doesnôt want to go in this direction, 
then I will be forced to discontinue being the editor as of the 
December 2009 issue. This is not a threat. This is a decision I have 
had to make to save my own economic well being. [Perhaps I need a 
stimulus package. HI!]  I am sure that there is/are many others in the 
club who are very capable of doing this same job and have greater 
resources to do it with, if they will only step-up and do it. 
 

CLUB BUSINESS AND NEWS 

Not a lot to report for this issue. The September meeting will be held 
in the same location and at the same time. See the Presidentôs 
Corner for September program details. 
 
AUGUST MEETING RECAP- 
Willis Monk gave a short talk about producing your own stamp 
albums. For more information and how to obtain the CD with the 
pages that you can print out go to ï  

http://www.stampalbums.com/ 
PLEASE check out this address, as it contains a world of 
information worth reading. 
          
 

 

MEMBER BIRTHDAYS FOR SEPTEMBER 2009 

HOGUE, JIM 9/25/46 
MOORE, BILL 17/09/45 

 

 

 

 

A MAJOR RULE TO LIVE BY: 
Never take up residence in a country where the vultures are fat. ï 
From B.C. Comic strip 
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http://www.stampalbums.com/


 

PRESIDENTôS CORNER ï Trish Bowers 
 

We had another great meeting at our new place.  Willis 
shared with us his program for creating worldwide album 
pages.  I know the fun and enjoyment you get from doing 
your own pages as I do mine. 

Our next meeting will be a video on American stamps.  It is 
from PBS special several months ago.  I found it to be very 
interesting and informative.   

Also, we will continue the discussion of our October 10 
stamp show.  Robert has done a lot of work on the show.  
This is going to be fun and a real learning curve for me and 
I'm sure for most everyone else.  Please plan to be at our 
next meeting to see where you can help. 

Just returning from a family vacation out west, I picked up a 
brochure on the Pony Express.  When it started in 1860 it 
was subsidized by the government.  Has the post office ever 
operated in the black?  It sure is in a mess right now.  I wish 
the post office would go to a five day workweek, but which 
do they not delivery?  I think Tuesday would be the best day 
to not deliver. 

Until next monthé. Trish 

 

 

The strongest reason for the people to retain the right to 
keep and bear arms is, as a last resort, to protect 
themselves against tyranny in government.  
-- Thomas Jefferson 

 
 
 
 
 



BIRTHDAY COVERS ï by Jim Hogue 

An interesting topical collecting pursuit occurred to me 
while I was searching for date specific covers to add to my 
Prexie collection. I began looking for covers that were 
cancelled on my birth date, September 25, 1946.  As I began 
searching, primarily on Ebay, I soon discovered that a U.S. 
stamp was issued on that date. 
 
For one of the few times that the postal rate has been 
lowered for a postal class, First Day Issue ceremonies were 
held on Sept. 25, 1946 for Scott #C32. This five cent air mail 
stamp was issued to support the rate change from six cents 
to five cents for domestic air mail delivery.   
 
My original plan was just to find a single cover cancelled on 
my birthday.  However, since First Day Covers are found 
with many different Caches and in different franking 
multiples, I have expanded my search to accumulate as 
many different examples as possible.  To date I have 6 
different examples of this First Day Cover.  
 
Besides the first day covers, It is still my goal to find a non 
philatelic Cover and/or Prexie cover cancelled on my 
birthday.  Another possible goal would be to find one cover 
of each year that was cancelled on my birthday. This would 
mean finding 61 more covers, a monumental undertaking 
which I am not sure I want to take. However I have found 
that the search for items and building a collection over a 
period time is what makes collecting enjoyable, so I just 
might undertake this task.    Jim Hogue  
 
 
 
The following pictures are from Jimôs collection. The first 
cover is a Crosley type, with the picture of an aircraft. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


