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THE OFFICAL  JOURNAL  OF  THE  CHATTANOOGA  STAMP  

CLUB 

 
MEETING TIME AND DATE:  

JU LY 10 , 2008 AT 7.30 PM.  
SHALLOWFORD R OA D POST OFFICE  

 

!!!YOUR ATTENTION PLEASE!!!  

THIS WILL BE THE LAST ISSUE YOU 

WILL RECEIVE IN PRINTED FORM. 

STARTING WITH THE AUGUST 2008 

ISSUE THE CHATTANOOGA STAMP 

CHRONICLE WILL ONLY BE ISSUED IN 

E-MAIL FORM . 

   

Please have your computers and printers 

turned on, tuned up and ready to receive 

date! 
Do you know what a Schermack perforation is? 

See page 6 for the answer. 

 

We look at how paper is made for making stamps. 

See page 7 for story. 
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MEMBER BIRTHDAYS  --- 

Jim Cate  25 July. 

Jim I hope you have a great day with lots of cake and 

ice cream, as well as a few presents. 

 

UPDATE ON CARL ANDERSON --- 

I talked with Carl the other day on the phone. He tells 

me he is doing okay after his hear t bypass surgery. He 

still cannot drive at night so wonôt be at any meetings in the near 

future. When I talked with him he had spent a lot of time on the 

phone arranging doctor appointments. Seems that each of the 

hundreds or so doctors that worked on Carl, all want him to have a 

follow-up visit at the same time.  Carl, please get well so we can see 

you at the meetings. 

 

MISSING MEMBERS AND MISSING E -MAIL ADDRESSES 

There is a growing number of members who have not reported their 

e-mail address to the club. Please take the time to come to the 

meetings and report your address, both snail-mail and e-mail.  

This is really important, because to keep up with this information is 

the only way we have of informing you, the member, of up coming 

programs, and happeningS in the club. 

Also, there is a number members who never come to meetings. Does 

anyone know where/what happened to Ben Heath? His phone has 

been disconnected. 

Roger Paul, why did your June issue get sent back to me??? 
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CLUB BUSINESS 
 

 

JUNE 2008 MEETINGð 

For those who missed the picnic, you missed some great fun and 

food. 

This year we had BBQ, that was supplied by the recommendation of 

Willis and Susan Monk. The BBQ came from the Southern 

Smokehouse in Cleveland, TN and was truly GREAT! The Southern 

Smokehouse knows how to make Texas style BBQ. Something all 

restaurants in Tennessee should know how to do. 
 

Also would like to thank everyone who showed up and to all the 

ladies who made the cole slaw; potato salad; pies and cakes. It was 

really great eating. We had 17 people for the picnic. 

 

 

 
 

 

PICNIC PICTURES  

Just look at all the food on the table! 

More pictures on the next page 
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MORE PICTURES FROM THE PICNIC  
 

 
 

Jim Cate: ñWhen are they going to start eating!?ò 

 

 
 

Professor Higgins talking with Vivan Chaij  
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PRESIDENTôS CORNER ï Trish Bowers 

 

July 2008 

For those who went to the picnic, thank you and thanks for all the 

great food. 

As you may or may not know, the first series of ñFlags of our 

Nationò stamps came out on, appropriately enough Flag Day, June 

14.  I went on a mission to purchase these stamps on the 18th
 
and the 

19th.  First, I checked at Northgate post office and no, they did not 

have any and not sure when they would be in.  Second day, I walked 

to post office on Shallowford.  No, they did not have any either.  

While there, I called customer service and ñthrewò my ñI am the 

President of the Chattanooga Stamp Clubò weight aroundélike that 

bought me a lot.  She did make some phone calls on my behalf and 

located the stamps at Murray Lake Hills post office.  She also told 

me that the individual POs needed to order these particular stamps 

vs. automatic shipment from Nashville.  I returned to the Northgate 

post office today, the 25
th,

 and would you believe they still did not 

have the stamps.  Go figure. 

  

My persistence in locating the stamps was for a birthday gift.  When 

you don't know what to get someone for a gift, stamps seem to ñfitò 

nicely whether they collect or not. 

  

If you haven't seen the Flags of Our Nation, they are beautiful.  I'm 

looking forward to adding used ones to my collection. 

  

My stamp hobby has been put aside for the time being as I'm 

creating a lighthouse photo album.  I'm going through negatives and 

getting 5 x 7 reprints along with a blurb about each lighthouse.  I did 

not realize I had photographed so many.  My new agenda is to visit 

more lighthouses. 

Until next monthé.  

Trish 

 

ñThey say it is better to be poor and happy than rich and miserable; 

but how about a compromise between moderately rich and moody.ò 

- Princess Diana 
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MORE CLUB NEWS 

CHRONICLE GOES DIGITAL  

THIS ISSUE IS TO BE THE LAST ISSUE IN PRINT FORM. This 

issue for July 2008 is sent out to make everyone aware that we are 

changing over to a digital formate as of August 2008. Your 

Chronicle will be sent out as an attachment to an e-mail.  

 

FOR THE JULY ISSUE--- 

For this issue (July 2008) we are sending it out in two formats. The 

printed version and the digital version. The digital version is for test 

purposes to make sure this will work. Hope you like the new look 

and how easy it will be to receive the new format . 

 

PARTICIPATION  

We REALLY could use your help!!! As of this writing, there are 

open dates in August, September, and October for someone to give a 

program at the meetings. Perhaps someone may want to talk only 

about 15 minutes and show off their favorite collection. 

We could schedule two persons at one meeting, with back to back 

programs. Please volunteer!!! 

 

SCHERMACK PERFORATION S 

Scott #344 w/ Schermack perfs   

 

These perforations were developed by 

the Schermack Mailing Machine 

Company of Detroit, Michigan before 

it became the Mail-O-Meter 

Company. The type III perforations 

(As shown) were used in Mail-O-

Meter affixing machines from 1900 

through 1927.  

 

Some Schermack and Mail-O-Meter 

private combinations are fairly easy to 

find for a dollar or less. Many of the common ones are also 

precancelled. After you get a half dozen or so, they get pricey.  
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Preservation and Care of Philatelic Materials 
A Brief History of Paper Manufacturing 

 

Since the focal points of our hobby of philately and postal history 

are stamps and covers and, although perhaps to somewhat of a 

lesser extent books, it is worthwhile to consider at least a little of the 

history of paper.  

 

The term paper comes from papyrus, a water plant which was used 

by the ancient Egyptians to make a type of writing paper. The 

Egyptians crisscrossed thin strips of papyrus stalks and pressed 

layers of the crossed strips into sheets. Beginning about 200 B.C., 

parchment paper gradually replaced papyrus as the most commonly 

used writing material until the introduction of paper fr om the 

Middle East in the A.D. 1200's; and by the 1400's in Europe at about 

the same time printing was being developed, paper had largely 

replaced parchment.  

 

 
Figure 1. The inventor of paper making, Ts'ai Lun, at left, and 

a depiction of his process, right, on two 1962 stamps issued 

by People's Republic of China. Stamps courtesy of Dr. Jason H. 

Manchester. 

 

The Chinese, as early as the second century B.C., used paper. Paper 

is considered to have been invented in China in 105 A. D. by Ts'ai 

Lun (sometimes referred to as Cai Lun), who served in the court of 

Emperor He Di in Hunan. Ts'ai Lun and the paper-production 

process he invented were featured on two 1962 stamps from People's  

Republic of China, as shown in Figure 1.  
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PAPER, cont. 

Originally, the Chinese made paper from such diverse materials as 

mulberry, assorted inner barks of various plants, bamboo, fish nets, 

hemp, and rags. The Arabs preferred rags originally, but later 

began to use flax fibers. Even later, cotton became more commonly 

used in paper manufacture.  

 

The Chinese art of paper making became established in the mid-

East when Arabs captured a group of Chinese paper makers and 

urged them to carry on with the paper-making process. Baghdad 

had become a center of the paper-making industry by A.D. 795, 

from where it spread to Europe in consequence of the Crusades and 

the conquest of Northern Africa and Spain by the Moors. The first 

paper mill in Europe was one built in Sativa, Spain, in 1151. The 

process of paper-production which Ts'ai Lun invented is essentially 

the same as that used today. The art of making paper spread to 

Germany, France, and England in the early 1300's.  

 

On May 12, 1999, the Czech Republic issued a commemorative 

postal card with imprinted 4 Kc stamp to commemorate 500 years of 

the production of paper in Czech lands (van Zanten, 1999). The card 

is shown in Figure 2.  

 
Figure 2. Commemorative postal card issued by Czech Republic to  

commemorate 500 years of the production of paper in Czech lands. 
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PAPER, cont. 

The stamp image of the Czech Republic card shown in Figure 2 is 

dominated by the old symbol for wood -- a highly stylized tree -- the 

raw material for the production of paper. The first written record in 

connection with the production of paper in Bohemia originates from 

the era of King Vladislav II and is dated May 4, 1499. On the left 

side of the postal card is the oldest known illustration of paper 

production from an engraving by Jost Amman from 1568. To the 

right of the illustration are the dates 1499/1999 over the coat-of-

arms of a Melantrich lion and the quotation "Paper for the Use of 

the Common People of the Czech Lands" in Czech (van Zanten, 

1999).  

 

In the New World, the Mayans in Mexico had devised a method of 

producing paper as early as A.D. 500. Paper manufacturing centers 

had flourished during the Aztec period. A major Mayan library was 

destroyed by the Spanish in 1549.  

 

In North America, the first paper mill was built by William 

Rittenhouse in Pennsylvania in 1690. The 300th anniversary of the 

Rittenhouse paper mill was commemorated by the U. S. with a 

postal card issued in 1990 as shown in Figure 3.  

 

 
Figure 3. U. S. postal card issued in 1990 to commemorate the  

300th anniversary of paper making in the U. S. The card features 

Rittenhouse paper mill c. 1770. This mill made the first paper in the 

U. S. in 1690.  
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PAPER, cont., 

The year 1803 marked the construction of the first paper mill in  

Canada at St. Andrews, near Lachine, Quebec.  

 

A 1984 study by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations reported some astonishing facts. In the United States, 

utilization of paper and paper products amounted to an average of 

660 pounds per person. That rate of consumption amounts to nearly 

64 million metric tons per year. Japan comes in second with a total 

annual consumption of 19,344,000 metric tons, and Canada is third 

with a total consumption of 14,222,000 metric tons. This 1984 

statistical study needs to be repeated.  

 

Literally thousands of grades and types of paper are now 

manufactured. Today, cellulose fibers from numerous sources such 

as bamboo, cotton, hemp, jute, sugar cane, wheat, rice, and various 

woods are utilized in paper production; but the major source of 

paper-making in North America is cellulose from wood.  
 

This is part 1 of a 3 part series. 

 

LATE BREAKING INFORMATION --- 

Information received too late to place in their proper columns 

JULY PROGRAM  

1.  Joel suggests you put in the newsletter that the July program will 

be a surprise subject (s) presented by Joel Rind whose experience 

and breadth of philatelic involvement exceeds that of any one 

member and who probably has forgotten more than anyone else 

knows about stamps.  Don't miss this rare opportunity to capture 

philatelic jewels from Joel's presentation. 

  

2.  Nick Thornton graciously sent me the attached souvenir sheet 

and asked to pass on his greetings to all the Club members.  He 

misses us and is looking forward to rejoining us in early fall when he 

returns from his mission trip. 
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STAMP(s) OF THE MONTH  

 

                                
 

   

 

These stamps picture the men and women that you should be 

thanking for the protection of your freedoms, the Navy, Army and 

Marines. Have a safe and happy 4
th

 of July holiday as you celebrate 

the birth of our country.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                           
 

SYMBOLS OF OUR FREEDOMS 

These stamps show the symbols of our freedoms. This could be a 

topical collection for someone to start. 
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The Chattanooga Stamp Club  
 

The Chattanooga Stamp Club is affiliated with the American 

Philatelic Society and has been dedicated to the study, 

preservation, and promotion of the philatelic hobby since 1932.  

 

-- CLUB OFFICERS FOR 2008 -- 

President: Trish Bowers 

Vice-President: Jim Cate 

Secretary: Rebecca Gilbert 

Treasurer: Carl Anderson 

Librarian: Ken Burnham  

Stamp Chronicle Editor: Willis Monk  

 

MEETINGS: Club meetings are held the second and fourth 

Thursdays of each month at the Post Office Main Mail Facility  

located at  6050 Shallowford Road in Chattanooga, TN. PLEASE be 

prompt - to maintain building security, the Post Office opens the 

doors at the entrance to the office area at 7.00 P.M. and locks them 

at 7.30 PM. 

 

MEMBERSHIP: Chattanooga Stamp Club memberships are on a 

calendar year basis, ie. start on 01/01 and end on 12/31. Yearly dues 

are $20.00. Send all monetary donations and membership dues to 

the clubôs Treasurer, Mr. Carl Anderson, 919 Dunsinane Rd., Signal 

Mountain, TN 37377 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION: For directions to the meetings, 

information pertaining to club membership and stamp collecting in 

general please contact our club president, Ms. Trish Bowers, at 423-

899-0981.      

 


