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What is your favorite stamp?  Maybe it’s one of 
the high priced rarities that you will never own, 
or maybe it’s an equally beautiful, inexpensive 
stamp whose looks you just like a lot.  One of 
my goals for our monthly meetings is to “dress 
them up a bit” by making new nametags for club 
members – each featuring a color copy of that 
member’s favorite stamp.  I mentioned this in 
last month’s newsletter, but so far only Phil Ford 
has sent me information about his choice. 
 

Please take a little time to consider your favorite 
and send me your information.  If you don’t have 
a good color picture, I might.  I keep a large 
stack of old auction catalogs that have many 
great color photos that can easily be scanned.  
You can tell me at the August meeting or e-mail 
me the information and a scan – if you have one.  
It would be nice to have everyone wearing these 
at our 25th Birthday celebration on October 4. 
 

Speaking of the October 4 meeting – bring your 
party hats and be ready to celebrate a milestone 
in our club’s history.  And, don’t forget to send 
me stories about your recollections of the earlier 
days of the: 
 

Expo City Stamp Club 
Knoxville Stamp Club 

Knoxville Philatelic Society 
 

whichever it was when you joined.  I want to 
dedicate much of the October newsletter to our 
history.  Until then, happy collecting. 
 
Tom Broadhead 

Grand Opening 
 

 

Several members were on hand at the last 5th 
Tuesday meeting to ceremoniously open the box 
of kiloware, purchased from a dealer in 
Greenland.  Jim Pettway has organized these and 
will have them available for checking out and 
purchasing stamps at each monthly meeting. 
 

E-Bay Treasures 
 

Here is an interesting item I saw on e-Bay.  It’s 
our own Knoxpex 2005 cancel, but someone 
else’s cachet!  Sold for $3.00 on July 10. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



Knoxville Philatelic Society Meeting 
Minutes – July 5, 2005 

 
The July 2005 meeting of the Knoxville 
Philatelic Society was held at the Tennessee 
Valley Unitarian Universalist Church in 
Knoxville.  President Bruce Roberts presided.  
Thirteen (13) members attended.  
 

Informal discussion and swapping took place 
from 7:00-7:40.  There were no silent auction 
lots.  At 7:40, president Bruce Roberts began the 
program, which focused on thinking about 
exhibiting at Knoxpex 2006.  Bruce invited all 
members to consider developing a one frame (16 
page) or half frame (8 page) exhibit of stamps or 
covers from their collections. 
 

He started with a discussion of overcoming 
writer’s block and beginning the process of 
developing the story you want to tell, illustrated 
of course with your stamps!  Bruce brought some 
of his 1946 Pan American Airways covers sent 
from the U.S. to South America and returned to 
the senders – a publicity exercise by the airline to 
show how well it transported mail.  Members 
pitched in with ideas for sub-themes, including 
destinations, cachets, frankings, and of course – 
the purpose of this type of mail. 
 

Tom Broadhead showed an example of a title 
page form one of his one-frame exhibits and the 
accompanying synopsis, which describes the key  
points of the exhibit.  Several members men-
tioned exhibits that they wanted to develop, 
 
 
 

including Mike Kauffman (space stamps), Jim 
Pettway (US Chinese New Year stamps), and 
Ken Korp (19th century US beer revenue 
stamps).  Bruce asked that we devote some time 
at each meeting from now on to keep working on 
these exhibits.  In addition to one-frame exhibits 
by KPS members, Bruce hopes to get a few 5-
frame exhibits from people (including himself), 
who will be exhibiting at Washington 2006 next 
May. 
 

During the business meeting, Richard Ehrlich 
explained that the two principal monetary 
expenses each month were for our meeting room 
and for the printing and mailing of the news-
letter.  To commemorate the 25th anniversary of 
our club, we hope to obtain the official USPS 
stamp collecting month cancel, dated October 4 
rather than attempting to produce a separate 
anniversary cancel. 
 

Announcements included Jim Pettway’s mention 
that he had sent photos of Knoxpex 2005 to add 
to our site at the Southeast Federation of Stamp 
Clubs.  Betty Ann Logan offered two auction 
catalogs.  Stu Hanlein mentioned that the youth 
table at a recent stamp show in Raleigh was 
located prominently at the show entrance – 
something that we should plan to do at Knoxpex 
2006.  Bill Muenzer is letting KPS have a free 
table at his August 20-21 bourse to distribute 
information about our club.  
 

Bruce Roberts adjourned the meeting at 8:45 pm. 
 

Submitted by 
Tom Broadhead, Secretary  

 
 
            

Stamp of the Month 
Here is an example of Czechoslovakia Scott 
#355 issued on June 20, 1948. It shows F. 
Palacky and F. L. Rieger and commemorates 
the centenary of the Constituent Assembly at 
Kromeriz. This  
month’s stamp  
was donated by  
Bill Muenzer  
owner of  
K-Town 
Stamps. 
Thanks Bill! 

The Knoxville Philatelic Society meets the 1st and 5th 
Tuesdays of each month at the Tennessee Valley Unitarian 
Universalist Church at 2931 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 
37919.   Annual dues are $10.00 for individuals, $12.00 for 
families, and $2.00 for youth 17 years of age and under.  
Requests for information and submissions for the news-
letter may be directed to Tom Broadhead, KPS, P.O. Box 
50422, Knoxville, TN 37950-0422 – or by e-mail to 
tomwb50@aol.com. 
KPS Officers: 
    President   Bruce Roberts 
    President -Elect   Ken Korp 
    Treasurer   Richard Ehrlich 
    Assistant Treasurer Phil Ford 
    Secretary   Tom Broadhead 
    Directors   Norm Carlevato,  Ralph 

Dinwiddie, Charles Klinstiver, 
   Jim Pettway  



OSS Forgeries of World War II  
by Ralph Dinwiddie 
 

One of my favorite stamps in my collection is the OSS Forgeries of World War II  
(see Fig. 1). Many historians will argue that propaganda played an important role during  
World War II. You may be familiar with the Japanese propaganda queen “Tokyo Rose.”  
Perhaps in school you studied about the German propaganda machine headed by the noto-  
rious Joseph  Goebbels. But, most Americans are less familiar with the propaganda cam- 
paigns waged by the United States. There were basically two fronts in the American  
propaganda war; the home front, and overseas.  
 

The home front was relatively tame with Posters and 
slogans urging Americans to help the war effort through 
conservation, hard work, and sacrifice. One part of this home 
front campaign was centered on selling War Bonds. I found an 
interesting set of Cinderella stamps reproducing 50 award 
winning “Patriotic” posters of WWII. Figure 2 shows a sample 
of these poster stamps to illustrate the range of messages 
depicted. Some are charming examples of “We can do it,” while 
others have a darker side. Obviously, one man’s patriotic 
message is another man’s propaganda. 

  
The second front in the propaganda war of the United States was directed towards the enemy with the goal 

of demoralization and confusion. The two organizations involved in the overseas propaganda activity were the US 
Military and the Office of Strategic Services (OSS), directed by Col. William “Wild Bill” Donovan. Propaganda 
was often in the form of leaflets dropped from the air. Unfortunately, the Germans became very good at cleaning 
these up and ruthless at punishing anyone caught reading them. So, the question was asked, “How do we deliver 
the propaganda directly to the German people in the privacy of their own homes?” Col. Donovan answered this 
question with a brilliant plan to use the efficient German infrastructure to deliver the propaganda, in the form of 
mail, directly to the German’s breakfast table. Hence the name “operation cornflakes.” 

  
The plan was to bomb a mail train and then drop mailbags, containing thousands of envelopes franked with 

counterfeit stamps and filled with propaganda, into the wreckage. The Germans would then collect  the mail from 
the damaged train and deliver it. Addresses were obtained from old phone books smuggled out of Germany. 
Dozens of OSS clerks and secretaries addressed thousands of envelops of various sizes and colors using a variety 
of pens, pencils, color inks, and typewriters. Even the mailbags were copied using information supplied by 
captured military mail clerks.  Continuing the illusion of “real” mail, the envelopes were franked with either a 12-
pfennig stamp or two 6-pfennig stamps. Both denominations were counterfeits printed in Sweden under a US 
government contract. These two counterfeits were excellent copies.  

 
A third counterfeit was also produced (shown at top). This was a 12-pfennig Hitler head stamp like the 

others, but with two exceptions. Instead of the phrase “Deutsches Reich,” which translates to “German Empire” or 
“Realm,” it reads “Futsches Reich,” which translates into “Finished Empire.” The other deviation in design is the 
striking skull face on Hitler. These stamps were included inside the envelopes with the propaganda. The message 
of this propaganda was that an Underground German organization has formed. The mission of this organization 
was the over-through of Hitler and bringing a peaceful end to the war. It is believed that some mid-level German 
officers were arrested on suspicion of being members of this fictitious organization. 

 
A great war plan that left us with a cool philatelic memento.  Here are a few more propaganda issues: 

 

                                                                                                  

 

German propaganda stamps, 
modeled after British definitives, 
both with a Star of David at the 
top of the crown.  At left, equating 
Britain with “World Judaism.”  At 
right, suggesting the liquidation of 
the British Empire. 

Unissued Austrian 
stamp of 1946, 
showing Hitler’s 
face removed from 
a skull.  The caption 
reminds Austrians 
to never forget. 

 



This month’s KPS Meeting – Tuesday, August 2. 
 
 What’s the Difference?  By Ralph Dinwiddie 
 

 
           

Can you find the 10 alterations made to the stamp on the left? If you’re having trouble you may want to 
breakout the ol’ magnifying glass. But, I think you can find all 10 with the naked eye. Good Luck! 
Answers are below.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5th Tuesday meeting this month – August 30! 
    KPS Board Meeting + show and swap 
 

Next KPS monthly meeting – September 6.  Don’t miss it!

How I got started. 
 

Betty Anne Logan was an 8th grader and her father was a 
real estate agent in Madison, Wisconsin. He would find 
stamps left behind in houses and bring them home. She 
joined a stamp club at school in the 9th grade, and as most 
of us, she collected everything!  She made her own pages 
because her stamps never fit the pictures in the published 
stamp albums. 
   Her husband, Ed was a TVA engineer, who had a co-
worker from Iceland. His wife gave Betty Anne her old 
correspondence, which started her interest in collecting 
that fascinating country, and she added more recent mint 
stamps for many years.  Although not one of the original 
Knoxville club members, Betty Anne was an early mem-
ber, had been a member of the Oak Ridge club and was a 
frequent visitor at Stan and Wilma Brookshier’s shop.    
   Church Women United in Knoxville was shipping its 
stamps to Seattle for processing. Then, Betty Anne took 
over about 1977 and has worked hard since then soaking 
and sorting stamps, organizing and selling them on behalf 
of Church World Service. If you are interested in pur-
chasing some nice recent used US commemoratives, 
Betty Anne would enjoy a visit from you some weekend. 
 

K-Town Stamps will sponsor a stamp 
bourse August 20-21 at the Budget Inn 
on Cedar Bluff Road in west Knoxville 
(the usual location for Knoxpex). 
 



 


