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Knoxpex 2009 
 

The most exciting time of the year for the Knoxville 
Philatelic Society and its members is our annual 
stamp show – Knoxpex.   
 

 
 

Publicity has been sent out, Gerald Schroedl has put 
together the auction catalog, arranged for signage, and 
lined up an exciting exhibit of Lincoln memorabilia. 
Jim Pettway has assembled a great group of dealers. 
Ralph Dinwiddie has design an outstanding cachet 
and cancel. Thomas Lane has signed on the dotted 
line for a better, brighter show location at the Holiday 
Inn on Cedar Bluff Rd.  Randy Haese has taken on the 
responsibility for the beginners program. Bruce 
Roberts has been conducting exhibiting seminars for 
several months – now it’s time to show us what you 
have! 
 

Knoxpex is our opportunity to show the hobby and 
the community what a great organization we have and 
what a great hobby philately is.  I’ll see you at the 
show!      

Tom Broadhead 

President’s Column 
 

It’s show time!  I have no idea if the circus is 
coming to town anytime soon, but I do know that it 
is time for Knoxpex 2009.  For the stamp collector, 
this is clearly the greatest show on earth!  Ok, 
maybe not on earth, but at least in east Tennessee.   
 

Clear your calendar, empty your bank account, 
update your want lists, and make plans to spend the 
weekend with us in Knoxville, March 7th and 8th.  
This could be the best year ever for our show.  We 
have moved to a cleaner, brighter location, with 
plenty of room for dealers, exhibits, and parking.  
We have some great dealers with plenty of variety 
in stock. The auction lists will be full of surprises 
and bargains.  Exhibits are slowly coming together.  
This will be a show you don’t want to miss. 
 

I would like to remind all KPS members that your 
help is needed to make this weekend a success.  
There will be time enough for all of us to enjoy the 
show and visit the dealers, but every one of us can 
pitch in and help with something.  This is a great 
opportunity to get to know other members and have 
fun at the same time.  I have found that those who 
jump in and help at a time like this seem to enjoy 
themselves and get more out of the weekend than 
anyone else. 
 

One of the ways that we all can help is to attend our 
March meeting on Tuesday, March 2nd.  We will 
devote that entire meeting to clearing up the final 
details for the show.  There is much to be done and 
many details to be covered.   
 

Bring a friend, invite a young collector, and I’ll see 
you at Knoxpex! 

Roy Row 
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Knoxville Philatelic Society Meeting –  
February 3, 2009 
 

Due to snow and icy conditions, the February KPS 
meeting was cancelled.  
 
Knoxpex 2009 Dealers 
By Jim Pettway 
 

Get your shopping lists ready for a great dealers’ bourse 
at Knoxpex 2009.  We will have 13 dealers, plus on 
Saturday the US Postal Service.  Here are our dealers – 
feel free to e-mail wants to those who have provided 
their e-mail addresses. 

B&W Stamp Co. – Bill Vance 
   bwstamps@aol.com 
Postal History Express 
Richter Stamp Co. – Don Richter 
   richter@ohio.edu 
Traders Guild – Heinrich Hahn 
   hhahn@bellsouth.net 
Earl T. Reeder 
   etreeder@cfl.rr.com 
K-Town Stamps – Bill Muenzer 
   ktown@knology.net 
F.A. Stamps – Fred Bradford 
The Stamp-Tique, Inc. – Glenn Hanlen 
Collect’em All – Len & Carol Curtis 
   collectemall@bellsouth.net 
Peter Schwender 
St. John’s Stamps 
R.J. Schultz Stamps 
   Stamps01@aol.com 
Big Lick Stamps 

 

KPS 5th Tuesday meeting – March 3 1 
by Jim Pettway  
   

Mark your calendar for the Fifth Tuesday meeting 
March 31.  We should have a great time looking 
through the American Philatelic Society Sales circuit 
books.  Later this month I’ll send out an email listing 
the countries and topics of the material sent to us.  If I 
don’t have your email address, please send it to me 
(jbpettway@comcast.net) so that you will receive this 
information.   
 

In addition to the APS circuit books you have the 
opportunity to sell or trade stamps with other 
members.  Let me know what you’ll be bringing and 
I’ll let everyone know via the email.  Remember, no 
business at the meeting, just stamps.  The time will be 
7:00 at the TN Valley Unitarian Universalist Church 
on Kingston Pike.  See you there. 
 

Lincoln Museum on display at Knoxpex 
 

Knoxpex chair, Gerald Schroedl, has arranged for a 
collection of Civil War patriotic envelopes and 19th 
century Lincoln stamps from the Abraham Lincoln 
Museum & Library in Harrogate, Tennessee to be shown 
for the first time at Knoxpex.  Don’t miss it! 
 

Upcoming Events 
For more events visit the calendar of the Southeast 
Federation of Stamp Clubs - www.stampclubs.com/events 
  March 3 – KPS monthly meeting.  Knoxpex 2009 final 
details. 
   March 7-8 – Knoxpex 2009 – Honoring the 200th birth 
anniversary of Abraham Lincoln.  Holiday Inn Select on 
Cedar Bluff Rd., Knoxville.  
   March 14-15 – Nashville Stamp Show 2009 – Music 
Valley Event Center, 2416 Music Valley Dr., Nashville 
37214.  For information, e-mail Tom Tribke at 
ttribke@bellsouth.net. 
  March 31 – KPS board meeting and 5th Tuesday swap 
and shop with the APS Circuit Sales Books 
  April 7 – KPS monthly meeting.  Charlie Wade will 
give the program on grading stamps, postponed from 
February’s cancelled meeting. 
 
Stamp of the Month  
 

This month’s stamp (Scott 2015) 
honors America’s libraries.  Issued 
July 13, 1982, these stamps are 
engraved and tagged.  Varieties are 
known with tagging omitted and 
imperforate horizontally.  Our 
stamps were contributed by Ralph 
Dinwiddie. 
 

The Knoxville Philatelic Society meets at 7:00 pm 
on the 1st and 5th Tuesdays of each month at the 
Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church at 
2931 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919.    

Annual dues are $15.00. 
   

KPS Officers: 
    President   Roy Row 
    Past President  Jim Pettway 
    Vice President  Ralph Dinwiddie 
    Treasurer  Thomas Lane 
    Secretary  Jo Mynatt 
    Directors  Richard Ehrlich, Stu Hanlein, 
   Thomas Lane, Bruce Roberts 
APS Representative Jim Pettway 

Requests for information and submissions of 
articles and short notes of philatelic interest for the 
news-letter may be directed to Tom Broadhead, 
KPS, P.O. Box 50422, Knoxville, TN 37950-0422 
– or by e-mail to tomwb50@aol.com. 
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The UK Machin Icon 
By Charlie Wade 

 

What is the most widely used image in the world?  It is the portrait of Great Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II which has 
appeared on over 200 billion stamps in the United Kingdom and the British Commonwealth. The design was the 
result of a plaster bust of the Queen (shown at right) produced by Arnold Machin, an 
accomplished sculptor. This design was immediately recognized as a classic, lasting for 
over 40 years and shows no signs of stopping. This has resulted in hundreds of varieties 

for stamp collectors and devotees to study. 
  

Arnold Machin was born in 1911 and from an early age 
showed talent as an artist. He became an apprentice pottery 
designer at 14, and at the Derby School of Arts he refined his 
talent as a sculptor. This was followed by studies at the Royal 
College of Art in London. He was also a bit of a political 
activist. As a conscientious objector during World War II he 
served a period in prison in 1943.  And in the same year he 
chained himself to a gas lamp post in an act of protest against materialism. 
 

From the accession of Elizabeth II in 1952 until 1967, a three-quarter profile portrait of her photographed by 
Dorothy Wilding appeared on all British and commonwealth stamps. But in the mid-
1960s this design was thought to be antiquated. In a recommendation to the Postmaster 
General in January 1965, the Stamp Advisory Committee was strongly in favor of a 
new version of the Queen’s head. They recommended the design be a profile and be 
engraved from a photograph. In November of that year Arnold Machin and four other 
artists were asked to submit ideas for a new design. From the competition Machin was 
designated to proceed with his recommendation and was paid 4,500 pounds which is 
the equivalent of about $100,000 in today’s value. 
 

The Machin design was first based on a photograph taken by Lord Snowdon, the 
Queen’s brother-in-law. Machin’s design candidates included portraits of the Queen 
with and without a tiara, set in a variety of frames, some of which were very ornate. In contrast to the Wilding 
design, he declined to use the familiar symbols representing the four countries of the United Kingdom and the 

words “Postage & Revenue”. He also 
recommended the stamp be adorned with 
nothing else other than the 
denomination. After other images were 
reviewed the design was finalized with 
the Queen describing it as “admirable”. 
However there was some controversy 
when Sir John Betjeman, British Poet 
Laureate, suggested it made the Queen 
“look a bit sexy.”   

 

The Machin design was first released on June 5, 1967 on the 4d deep sepia, 1s bluish-violet and 1s 9d orange and 
black  postage stamps.  The Queen, who was herself a stamp collector, expressed her 
preference for the color of the 4d, so it would closely resemble the Penny Black. Sadly 
this color was unsatisfactory to use with the phosphor signal used in automated letter-
facing equipment. The color of the 4d was changed to bright vermilion in early 1969. 
 

In the mid-eighties, the Queen came under pressure to replace the Machin head with a 
more modern design. After reviewing five new designs, she relayed the message to the 
Royal Mail that she did not favor a change just for change sake. She was “very content 
with the Machin design” and it is planned to use this design for the rest of her reign.  
Arnold Machin died on March 9, 1999 but his iconic design will remain a classic in 
postal history. 



    This month’s KPS Meeting – Tuesday, March 3 
`` 
              

Knoxpex Volunteers Needed 
Knoxpex 2009 is only a few days away and we need your help to make the show a success.  Come to the March 
KPS meeting to sign up to help at the show.   
 

We need help setting up the show Friday afternoon and early evening, getting the dealer tables in place and 
putting up exhibit frames.  On Saturday and Sunday we need volunteers at our registration/hospitality table, and 
on Saturday night we will need at least 8 volunteers to help with the auction.  At the area set aside for beginning 
collectors volunteering your time to get someone started in stamp collecting is very important.  When the show 
ends on Sunday we will need some folks to take down the exhibit frames and to clean up. 
 

I know Knoxpex 2009, with your help, will be our best show ever. Contact me if you have any questions or 
suggestions.  Gerald F. Schroedl 865-577-9585, gschroe1@utk.edu.  
 
New Lincoln Stamps Are Based on Photographs 
By Tom Broadhead 
 

Each of the Lincoln bicentennial stamps shows a portrait derived from a photo 
of Lincoln.  Photo reproductions of these portraits and the accompanying 
stamps will be on exhibit at Knoxpex 2009. They include the earliest known 
photo of Lincoln, and the image at right. The photo from which the Knoxpex 
cachet and stamp below are taken was made by Alexander Gardner on 
November 8, 1863, eleven days before Lincoln delivered the Gettysburg 
Address. 
 

 
 

Ralph Dinwiddie’s spectacular cachet and cancel will be featured at Knoxpex 2009 on March 7-8.  
Cachets will include examples of all four of the Lincoln bicentennial stamps.  Single cachets with stamp 
and cancel will sell for $2.00, and the complete set of four will be $6.00. 

 Next month’s KPS Meeting – Tuesday, April 7 
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