Your mug on a stamp?
by Tom Broadhead

Do you want to really personalize your mail? Linn's Stamp News recently ran an article about
personalized stamps - ones on which you can add your own choice of image. These are not USPS
issues, but are authorized for postage prepayment by the USPS.

The company, Stamps.com, is well-established in providing computer-printed postage labels -
not too unlike meter imprints. Information about the new product is available on the Web at
http://photo.stamps.com.

You will need to set up an account online with
Stamps.com - easy to do on the "my account™ page.
Then scan or take a digital photo of the subject you
want shown on your stamps. Upload your photo,
edit it, and create your sheet of 20 stamps in the
denomination of your choice - .23, .37, .49, .60,

.83, 1.06, or $3.85 priority mail postage. All stamps
come in sheets of 20, but the price per sheet is more
than just the postage. A sheet of 20 postcard stamps
at 23 cents each costs $13.99 - about 3 times the
$4.60 actual postage. A sheet of 20 priority mail
stamps, however, is only $89.99 - about $13 above
face value. Be prepared to pay an additional $2.99 shipping, regardless of the number of sheets
you order.

Avre these collectible? Personalized postage, along with other forms of computerized postage
open up a new area of collecting, but it will probably be a long time for themto catch on in
popularity to traditional government postage stamps.

If you are experimenting with personalized postage or have received any in the mail, please bring
examples to a KPS meeting to show!
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(The following Press Release was received from the Southeast Federation of Stamp Clubs)
Peach State Stamp Show
The Southeast Federation of Stamp Clubs will sponsor the Peach State Stamp Show at the Cobb
Civic Center, Friday, September 24 through Sunday, September 26, 2004. The show hours are
10 a.m. until 6 p.m. Friday and Saturday, and 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Sunday. The Cobb Civic
Center is located at 548 South Marietta Parkway in Marietta.

The show, which is free and open to the public, is one of 28 world-class philatelic exhibitions
held in the United States.

The Peach State show will feature over 2600 pages of displays from collectors in both the
Atlanta area and throughout the nation.



A bourse of 29 stamp dealers from around the country will be available for those who wish to
buy or sell philatelic materials.

A special youth area is provided for beginning stamp collectors.

A souvenir cover honoring the first cruise of the aircraft carrier USS Ronald Reagan will be
available.

The postal History Society and Mobile Post Office Society will be holding their annual meetings
in conjunction with the show. In addition the Georgia Postal History Society and the
Southeastern Chapter of the American Airmail Society will also hold meetings.

For more information visit our web sites at peachstatestampshow.com and stampclubs.com or
call Don La Berteaux at (770) 381-7114.
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APS Winter Show
by Bruce Roberts

| traveled to Sacramento the week of August 9 to attend the APS National StAmPShow and enter
my exhibit in the Champion of Champions show. My wife and | were able to give up our seats
out of Kansas City, wait two hours to take the next plane, and receive two free round trip tickets
good anywhere in the lower 48 that United flies for the next year. So | felt like a winner before 1
ever got to the show. After trips to the Napa Valley and touring Old Sacramento (which included
the Pony Express museum...Sacramento was the western terminus for their rides... lots of
interesting postal history) I went to put up my exhibit on Wednesday afternoon. It looked like
acres of frames (my exhibit was in frames 790 - 798, and there were several lines of frames after
mine). The show was staffed by clubs from all over Northern California and we had lots of help.
Directly across from my exhibit | saw an exhibit that had the largest known unused multiple of
US #1, the largest known multiple of US #38 and a lot of other huge multiples of US classics.
Mary and | spent a lot of time touring, including driving to Lake Tahoe, so | was only at the
show about 8 hours. There appeared to be about 150 dealers and they were busy most of the time
I was there, even on Sunday. On Saturday night, at the awards banquet, after all the other awards
were given, and three new famous philatelist signed the Luff scroll of the APS, all the exhibitors
in the Champion of Champions were called to the stage. The winner's exhibit was a splendid
showing of Mexico's first issue, on and off cover. The rest of us received an impressive medal
for having made it to that point. | attended the Regancy auction on Sunday morning, hoping to
purchase some cover accumulations. | bought one for about $100 more than | intended to spend,
and could not get close to the other 6 lots (one | had down for worth about $500 went for $1500).
I also purchased two packet boat covers mailed from Camden Arkansas in 1849 to New Orleans
with the boat names written on the outside of the covers. The one surprising thing | found was
that, even though I did not win in the competition, my exhibit seemed to generate a lot of
excitement because no one has ever seen this topic. Famous collectors whose written works |
have used as references sought me out and thanked me for working up a "new" area, and
everyone encouraged me to continue to show it "because people need to see this for the
information it presents”. So . . . the beat goes on.



